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ASHBURTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
ANNUAL  REPORT  1956. 


Mr,  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31 st 
December  1 956. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OB  TPiE  AREA 


Area  of  District  (in  acres) 6,781 

Population  - Mid  1956 2,710 

Population  - 1955  Census 2,730 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 1,059 


MATTERS  OF  LIFE  AND  DEATH 

In  the  statistics  which  follow  it  will  be  noted  that 
the  Birth  and  Death  rates  are  calculated  as  ’Crude’  and 
’Corrected  ’. 


The  ’Crude’  rate  represents  the  actual  figures  obtained 
by  arithmetical  proportion. 


The  ’Corrected’  or  ’Standardised’  rate  takes  into  account 
the  difference  in  the  distribution  of  the  various  age  groups 
and  the  proportion  of  the  sexes  in  Ashburton  as  compared  with 
the  rest  of  the  country  and  gives  a truer  comparison  between 
the  state  of  affairs  in  this  Urban  District  and  that  in  the 
larger  units. 


BIRTHS 

Live  Births  Male  Female 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


24 

21 

24 
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Crude  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  1 6. 61 

Corrected  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  18.10 
Crude  Live  Birth  rate  for  the  Administrative  County 
of  Devon  1 2, 76 

Corrected  Live  Birth  rate  for  the  Administrative 
County  of  Devon  14-77 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  England 
and  Wales  15-7 


The  birth  rate  in  Ashburton  has  risen  by  33%  this  year 
compared  with  1955- 


STILL  BIRTHS 


NIL 


DEATHS 

T'he  average  age  at  death  of  all  male  deaths  was  found 
to  he  63. 4 years  and  for  female  deaths  73.0  years. 

Male  Female  Total 
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Crude  death  rate  per  1000  population 16. 61 

Corrected  death  rate  per  1000  population 12.29 

Crude  death  rate  for  the  Administrative 

County  of  Devon .14.48 

Corrected  death  rate  for  the  Administrative 

County  of  Devon .11.13 

Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 1, 

Maternal  Mortality 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  past  year. 

A total  of  3 cases  occurred  in  the  Administrative  County 
of  Devon. 

ACE  AT  DEATH. 

Male  Female 


Infants  under  4 weeks  0 0 

1 year  1 0 

3 " 0 0 

13  " 0 0 

23  " 10 

45  ,f  6 4 

65  " 6 10 

75  and  over  7 10 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28809841 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Male 


All  causes  ~~2T 
Gastritis, Enteritis  & Diarrhoea  i 
Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Lung  and.  bronchus  1 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  5 
Pneumonia  1 
Influenza  0 
Bronchitis  0 
Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  1 
Vascular  diseases  of  nervous  system  4 
Coronary  disease,  angina  3 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease  0 
Other  heart  disease  2 
Other  circulatory  disease  0 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  1 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum  0 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  0 
Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  2 
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Female 
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0 

1 

5 

0 

2 

1 

0 

2 

3 

1 

5 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Measles  22 

Tuberculosis  1 

Paratyphoid  fever  1 


The  cases  of  measles  represented  the  tail  end  of  the  1955 
epidemic  and  occurred  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 


General 

Food  The  standard  of  food  and  milk  handling  by  traders  is 
considerably  high,  and  there  were  very  few  cases  of  summer 
diarrhoea  this  year,  even  allowing  for  the  poor  summer,  I 
would,  however,  emphasise  that  the  main  danger  of  fly~borne 
disease  comes  from  the  home  where  food  and  refuse  containers 
are,  only  too  frequently,  inadequately  protected  against  flies. 


Housing  Progress  is  being  made  in  determining  those  houses 
which  are  incapable  of  being  made  habitable  at  a reasonable 
cost,  and  these  houses  are  recommended  for  demolition. 


I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


R,  BELLAMY. 

Bledical  Officer  of  Health, 
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